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Pitta Pitta language 


Pitta Pitta (also known under several other spellings) is an extinct 
Australian Aboriginal language. It was spoken around Boulia, 
Queensland. 
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Pituri 


The name pituri for the leaves chewed as a stimulant by traditional 
Aboriginal people has been claimed to be derived from the Pitta 
Pitta word pz/z'rz.^^though Walter Roth pointed out in 1897 that the 
word 'pituri', thus pronounced, was the term used by the 
neighbouring Yurlayurlanya people, and added that the Pitta Pitta 
people called it" tarembolaP ] 

Status 


In 1979, Barry J. Blake reported that Pitta Pitta was "virtually 
extinct", with only three speakers remaining - Ivy Nardoo of Boulia, 
Ted Marshall and Linda Craigie of Mount Isa.! 1 ] It is now 
considered unlikely that any speakers remain 

Phonology 



Pitta Pitta 

Region 

Queensland 

Ethnicity 

Pitapita, Ringaringa, 
Rakkaia, Karanya, 
Kungkalenja, Maiawali 

Extinct 

2 cited in 1979^ 

Language 

family 

Pama-Nyungan 

- Karnic 

- Palku 

■ Pitta Pitta 

Dialects 

Pitta-Pitta 

Ringu-Ringu 

Rakaya 

Ngulupulu/Karanja 

Kunkalanja 

Mayawarli (Maiawali)! 2 ] 

Signed 

Pitha Pitha Sign 

forms 

Language 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

pit - inclusive code 

Individual code: 
yxa - Mayawali 
(Maiawali) 

Glottolog 

pittl247 (http://glot 

tolog.org/resource/la 

nguoid/id/pittl247) 

Pitta Pitta! 3 ! 

aiatsisM 

G6 (https://collectio 

n.aiatsis.gov.au/aust 
lang/language/G6) Pitta 
Pitta (other dialects 
listed from here) 


Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i i: 


u u: 

Low 


a a: 






























Consonants 



Peripheral 

Laminal 

Apical 

Labial 

Velar 

Dental 

Palatal 

Alveolar 

Retroflex 

Stop 

P 

k 

t 

c 

t 

t 

Nasal 

m 

n 

n 

P 

n 

a 

Lateral 



1 

A 

1 

l 

Tap/Trill 





r r 


Approximant 

w 



j 


! 


Sign language 

The Pitta Pitta had well-developed a signed form of their language.^ 
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